Expectations and Release Information

The purpose of the South Haven Yacht Club Junior Sailing Program is to teach sound principles of seamanship and boat handling and to encourage the use of our water resources here in South Haven.  In “Intro to Sailing,” students will learn the basic principles of boat handling including learning the parts of the boat, rigging the boat, learning why and how a boat sails, docking the boat, recovering a capsized boat and tacking and jibing.  In our “Advanced Sailing” course students will continue to train in the proper boat handling skills learned in “Intro to Sailing,” and will be introduced to principles which expand upon and enhance those skills.


FAQ’s:
1. How is enrollment handled?
Full payment is required to reserve a place in a class.  We will make ever possible effort to honor each student’s choice.

2. From where is all the money from this program coming?
This is an expensive program to operate!  The tuition fees cover the cost of the instructor.  The yacht club donates money to cover the cost of the liability insurance.  Fundraisers held during the summer cover the equipment expenses.  Therefore, every student will have to participate in a fund-raising activity at the end of the sessions (Event details and date to be announced).  Parental help and participation is greatly appreciated!
3. What about refunds?
Because your spot is reserved once you have signed up for a session, that spot is blocked on the roster from other students.  Therefore, no refunds will be given.  However, you may move to another class or session if it causes no additional cost or loss of revenue to the Sailing Program.

4. Must the student be a swimmer?
Because sailing is a water sport that embodies certain inherent risks, we require all students to be able to swim 50 yards unassisted and be able to dog paddle with clothes on for 5 minutes.

Life jackets will be provided by the program and are mandatory at all times that the student is on the property of SHYC (all docks, boats, etc…).  Absolutely no exceptions or excuses!
5. What is required of the student, and what do they need to bring?
First of all, BE ON TIME!  Our instructor is not a babysitter and must have the safety of all students in mind.  A late student is distracting to the instructor and disrupts the whole class.

Parents: NEVER just drop a student off and leave!  Check to see that the instructor is there, or (if you are tardy) that the class has not already left the yacht club.

Students should be prepared for all weather conditions.  Keep in mind that being on the water is often chillier than being on land.  Layering your clothing is a good idea.  It is always better to take off a layer of clothing when you get too warm than it is to get cold and not have the appropriate clothing.

Students should each have a complete extra set of dry clothes in which to change so that if they become wet or cold, they may shower and change.

Soft-soled, non-marking shoes are required for the student’s safety.  No black-soled shoe.  Sorry, but no open-toed sandals!

Sailing in the rain is great fun!  Students must bring a raincoat with a hat/hood to each class, even on clear days.  Michigan weather and lake conditions are variable and it is better to be prepared, dry, and warm.  Classes will be taught on land in the event of lightning. 

Sunscreen, hats, and sunglasses are a must!  Sunlight and the glare from the water can be damaging to unprotected eyes and skin.  Please put sunscreen on before arriving to class.  This not only assures the sunscreen’s maximum effectiveness, it also avoids wasting valuable class time.

Keep everything in a duffle bag or backpack and bring it to each and every class.

6. What do you do about student behavior problems?
There will be no behavior problems!  Students who are no able to control their behavior endanger everyone!  Serious breaches of manners or inappropriate behavior will not be tolerated.  A student will be given one and only one warning.  If the problem is not resolved, the student will be dismissed form the program.

Classes are organized around the “crew” principle.  Everyone helps each other.  No one comes late, and no one leaves early.  The instructor is the captain of the crew, and the captain is always right.  This assures the safety of all crewmembers equally.
